
Volume 4  Issue No. 6 

Palm Springs Valley Scottish Rite  

Scottish Rite News 
Newsletter Date June 2026 

The Voice 



Page 2 Scottish Rite News 

Valley of  Palm Springs Scottish Rite Officers for 2026 

Valley of Palm Springs Scottish Rite Office: 51-100 South Jackson, Indio Ca. 92202 
Hours: Monday – Friday 10 Am-4PM 

Voice/Text: (760) 409-1206 
 

Valley of Palm Springs, Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry 
Southern Jurisdiction of the United States of America, The Scottish Rite News Monthly. 

No Subscription Price 

Ill.ÊJamesÊD.ÊCole,Ê33° 

SovereignÊGrandÊCommander 

Ill.ÊArthurÊSalazarÊJr.,Ê33°ÊPGM 
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Golf  Tournament 
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Venerable Master 

 

 

Dear Brethren 

 

I would like to thank all the Brethren that filled in during my absence last month.  I was able to take a 
nice vacation and get some much-needed R&R after a long season at work!  Speaking of work, I 
sometimes hear from Brethren that attending stated meetings and some Scottish Rite functions feel 
like work.  I know I have been guilty coming into a meeting in the past thinking, “I hope this goes 
quick” or “when will be out of here.”  Meetings can also feel like a perfunctory obligation, when in 
reality it is a privilege.  We are fortunate to be able to come together as Brothers, dine and converse 
about our shared interests.  Why then, do meeting sometimes or even often feel like an obligation or 
chore.  I can guarantee that if you have ever felt that way, many of our Brethren that are no longer at-
tending have felt or are feeling the same.  At the June stated meeting, I would like to take the oppor-
tunity to have an open discussion among the Brethren regarding this topic.  I would also like to ex-
plore some more committee options.  I realize that means some additional work, but I believe it is an 
important step in advancing Scottish Rite in the Valley.  Two committees that I would like to explore 
is an entertainment committee as well as a membership/outreach committee. In my mind, the enter-
tainment committee would help to create some events that would bring the Brethren closer together 
and also give us an opportunity to invite prospective members.  These can be as standalone events but 
also combined with other Masonic bodies.  As for the membership/outreach committee, I believe it is 
time to reach out to our local members to see why they are not attending and what will entice them to 
come back to Scottish Rite.  I would like to discuss both of these and any other ideas that the Brethren 
may have at June meeting.  Please come prepared to discuss and be prepared to volunteer as well!  
This will be a great opportunity to get some ideas started as we move into our non-meeting time and 
return with some plans in September.  As a reminder for June, it will be a Luau theme so wear your 
best Hawaiian shirts and be prepared for a great time and meal!  Please read further down in the Voice 
for dinner and RSVP information.  

 

Clint Atherton 32° 

Venerable Master 
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Senior Warden/Treasurer  

Dear Brethren, 

It was again my privilege to stand in the East, for VM Clint Atherton during our May 27th 
Stated Meeting, providing another great learning opportunity. 

On May 7th, Arman Ordian, PR and I attended the La Quinta High School JROTC Awards 
Ceremony. Together we presented the Jack London Supreme Council JROTC Award and 
Certificate to Cadet Trenton Bahr, in recognition of scholastic excellence and Americanism 
in supporting the United States, as a member of the JROTC. So many sharp, clean cut look-
ing students in their uniforms and their very proud parents in the audience, I look forward to 
participating again, hopefully next year. Special thanks to Hon Shane DaCosta for ordering 
the awards for presentation, in a timely manner.  

May 19th, I attended the San Bernardino Scottish Rite Stated Meeting for their official visita-
tion of PGM Art Salazar, Deputy of California. SBSR currently has eight candidates sched-
uled for the August Reunion Ceremony in Pasadena.  

The following evening, I attended our 14th degree practice. PVM Leonard Kienzle is doing a 
great job in preparation for our part in the August Reunion Degrees. Please contact him if 
would like to get involved.  

In July, in support of our Masonic Youth Orders, I look forward to receiving the Southern 
California DeMolay Honorary Degrees in Pasadena.  

 

From the Heart, 

 

Hon. Mark A Flint, 32° KCCH 

Senior Warden/Treasurer  
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JROTC Presentation at La Quinta High School 

Ill. Arman Ordian 33° Personal Representative, 

Hon. Mark Flint 32° KCCH, Senior Warden/Treasurer 

Presenting the  

Jack London Supreme Council JROTC Award and Certificate to  

CadetÊTrentonÊBahrÊ 



Page 6 Scottish Rite News 

RiteCare Childhood Language Center 

RiteCareÊChildhoodÊLanguageÊCenterÊofÊCoachellaÊValley,ÊJuneÊ2026 

Ensuring the success of our Valley’s Fundraising Golf Tournament, scheduled for Saturday, 
October 17, 2026, will require the help of all our members.  As you are aware, because I’ve 
been shouting it from the rooftops, details of entry fees, prizes, silent auction, sponsorship 
availability, and auction donation requests will all be posted through the summer.  Margo Hi-
esner, the event Chair, has been busy securing donations and planning this event to support 
our Language Center. We will need your help and participation. 

School is out for most of the Coachella Valley, but Zack Whittet, our SLP at the Language 
Center, is still working. Just because school is out does not mean our language Center closes; 
it simply reorganizes its hours to fit our clients' summer activities. He is still evaluating and 
working with new and existing clients.   

Please remember the Language Center is our Charity, and it can’t survive without your help. 
If you have already sent in your dues for this year, you can simply send a check to the Foun-
dation with “Coachella Valley CLC” in the memo line; everything helps. 

Thank you for all your past and future support in giving speech a chance; the children de-
serve it. 

 

Hon. Dan Oates, 32° KCCH 

Chairman, 

RiteCare Childhood Language Center of Coachella Valley 
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RiteCare Childhood Language Center 

 RiteCare Chairmen, Hon. Dan Oates 32° KCCH 

Personal Representative Ill. Arman Ordian 33°  

Attended the Desert United 

Luncheon to represent the 

Childhood Language Center 
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Message from Almoner 

 

Dear Brethren, 
 
 
I want to thank all the brethren for your continued support of the Almoners Fund.  It’s up to 
us.  Your contributions, keep our Almoners Fund at the ready, to aid and assist those in finan-
cial distress.  Let’s keep up the good work. 
 
Please reach out to me if I may be of assistance.  All referrals to the Almoners Fund are com-
pletely confidential. 
 
 
Thank You, 
 
Roger Roberts 32° 
 
Almoner Phone 760-777-0796 
E-mail:  RogerRoberts_PSSR@outlook.com  

 

 

 

 

NewÊfromÊtheÊSupremeÊCouncil 

 

MasterÊCraftsmanÊOnlineÊCollege 

www.craftsmancollege.org 

 

RequestÊOnlineÊPetitionÊforÊyourÊValley 

www.scottishrite.jotform.com/ 

 

ScottishÊRiteÊJournalÊPodcast 

 

ScottishÊRiteÊYouTubeÊChannel 

 

ScottishÊRiteÊResearchÊSociety 
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Director of  the Work 

  
 

Dear Brethren, 

 

On Wednesday, May 20 at Coachella Lodge we held our first 14th Degree 

practice preparing for the Statewide Reunion. Statewide Reunion - Pasadena August 
21-23, 2026 

Our next practice will be Wednesday, June 10 at Coachella Lodge. We will have a 
team dinner at  6:30pm. Then the fun begins. 

 

Our confirmed players: 

 

Guillermo “Memo” Gallardo 32°                                                Captain of the Host 

Clint Atherton 32°                                                                        Master of Ceremonies 

Barry Berg 32°                                                                              Expert 

Hon. Shane DaCosta 32°  KCCH                                                 Assistant Expert 

Hon. Michael Sekera 32°  KCCH                                                 Prelate 

Ill. Arman Ordian 33°                                                                    Moses 

Hon. Kurt Handshuh 32°  KCCH                                                  Junior Warden 

Hon. Mark Flint 32°  KCCH                                                          Senior Warden 

Hon. Leonard Kienzle 32°  KCCH                                                Venerable Master 
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Director of  the Work 

 

 

We could still fill in 3 more spots, but we will be just fine with this team! In 

other words, if you can’t commit to the practices or lack enthusiasm – let’s 

not waste the team’s time and energy. 

The initial overview and run-through went better than expected and the 

newer members of the team certainly added spark. 

Please join us, if you’d like to bring some positivity. This opportunity is not 

just to support your Valley and Brothers, but to treat and give yourself a gift 

you will never forget. Don’t you deserve it? 

Our Valley goes dark for the summer months, yet I have gained permission 

from our Venerable Master Clint Atherton to hold practices during those 

times as it will be most beneficial leading up to our travels. 

 

Please also contact our P.R. Arman Ordian, regarding hotels, lodging, etc. 

He will have the contact info for such. 

 

One last note, as we get closer we will arrange same-day carpooling and 

the like. There will be Valleys and brothers from all over the state – it really will be 

an amazing event and one you will never forget. 

 

 

See you soon, 

 

Hon. Leonard Kienzle, 32° KCCH 

Director of the Work 
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Scottish Rite Education Website 

Dear Brethren,  

 

Thank you for your service to your Mother Council SJ, California, and Valley of Palm 
Springs. You are a key part of our Gentle Craft. One of the key factors of building our Fra-
ternity is educational work. The lessons that are taught throughout all the aspects of the 29 
Degrees are ones that can deeply enrich our service to God, our neighbor, and ourselves.  

I would like to encourage the Master Craftsman Courses that are available for all members 
of the Scottish Rite to help strengthen your knowledge and education. 

 https://mastercraftsmancollege.org  

There are ThirteenÊCourses in total, ranging from Symbolic Lodge, Scottish Rite Educa-
tion, Scottish Rite Blue Degrees, and Scottish Rite Philosophy. The vast amount of educa-
tion is at your fingertips. There are books that are attached to courses and links are availa-
ble on the website for purchase. A small fee is attached to the courses but, for the cost, the 
educational return is far and above the cost.  

Small steps create large bounds. The time has come to apply the knowledge to the ad-
vancement of our Gentle Craft. Each course, question, chapter, and essay are steps in the 
positive direction. Celebrate your victories and be proud of where you came from to where 
you are. As you complete these courses, you will have become an example among your 
Valley and encourage others to follow on the same path. As you complete many of the 
courses, there is a Certificate and Pin that will be issued to you on behalf of the Supreme 
Council of the Southern Jurisdiction. Display and wear them with honor.  

Be the example you needed; we are all humble servants.  

 

Hon. Michael J Sekera, 32° KCCH 

VMAP Chairman, Valley of Palm Springs 
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Personal Representative 

Brethren, 
 
After thoughtful consideration and discussion, we have decided that our Valley will remain in Coachella. 
We believe this decision is in the best interest of the Valley, our membership, and our future. Stability, 
unity, and continued growth are important, and we feel remaining in our current location allows us to con-
tinue building on the work already started. 
 
It is also essential that we continue supporting our RiteCare Childhood Language Center. The CLC re-
mains one of the most meaningful parts of our mission, and I would like to personally ask Ill. Dan to con-
tinue assisting and supporting this important effort for the benefit of the children and families we serve. 
 
I would also like to congratulate Hon. Shane DaCosta on receiving his Bachelor of Science degree in 
Criminal Justice. This is a wonderful accomplishment, and we are proud to see one of our brothers contin-
ue advancing both personally and professionally. 
 
In addition, during our next gathering I would like to have a short discussion forum about the Double-
Headed Eagle and its symbolism within Scottish Rite Masonry. I encourage everyone to bring their 
thoughts, interpretations, and ideas. It will be a good opportunity for fellowship, education, and meaning-
ful discussion. 
 
And finally, this will also help me see who is actually reading these articles. 
 
 
Fraternally, 
Ill. Arman Ordian, 33° 
Personal Representative 
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Happy Birthday!! 

 
Richard M. Shalhoub  32°    (June)              9th               
Donald B. Griffith    32°                             23rd  
David S. Essex    32°                                   15th 
 

WeÊareÊalwaysÊopenÊtoÊwelcomingÊnewÊcandidatesÊtoÊtheÊValleyÊofÊ
PalmÊSprings.ÊInterestedÊMastersÊMasonÊcanÊcontactÊmeÊdirectlyÊorÊletÊ

oneÊofÊyouÊknowÊofÊtheirÊinterest. 
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PSSR 2026 Calendar 

 

JuneÊDinnerÊMenu 
RSVPÊpleaseÊwithÊ 
ClintÊAtherton 

clitnatherton@me.com 
 
 

$20.00 
Kahlua Pork 

Hawaiian Macaroni Salad 
Desert 

1/21/2026ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊInstallationÊ-ÊStatedÊMeeting 
2/25/2026ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊStatedÊMeeting 
3/25/2026ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊStatedÊMeeting 
4/25/2026ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊCelebrationÊ&ÊRemembranceÊ-ÊSGIGÊMeeting 
5/27/2026ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊMothersÊDay 
6/24/2026ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊStatedÊMeetingÊ(LuauÊ-Hawaiian)ÊÊÊ 
8/22/2026ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ14thÊDegreeÊTeam 
9/23/2026ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊStatedÊMeeting 
9/26/2026ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊFirstÊRespondersÊBBQ 
10/24/2026ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊFeastÊofÊTishriÊÊÊÊ 
10/28/2026ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊReceptionÊforÊIll.Ê&ÊMW.ÊArtÊSalazarÊ33°ÊPGM 
11/18/2026ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊNominationsÊ–ÊStatedÊMeeting 
12/16/2026ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊElectionsÊ–ÊStatedÊMeeting 

ToÊRegisterÊ&ÊPayÊforÊ
eventsÊpleaseÊscanÊtheÊcodeÊ

below. 
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1984ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ*ILL.ÊBENÊLANE,Ê33ºÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ 

1985ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ*Hon.ÊRICHARDÊMcDERMOTT,Ê32ºÊKCCHÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ2012ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊIll.ÊARMANÊORDIAN,ÊÊ33°ÊÊÊÊÊÊ 

1986ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ*ILL.ÊALLANÊCHAPNICK,Ê33ºÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ2013ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ*Hon.ÊJAMESÊPETERSEN,Ê32°ÊKCCH 

1987ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ*ILL.ÊHARRYÊZEBRACK,Ê33ºÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ2014ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊHon.ÊÊKURTÊHANDSHUH,Ê32°ÊKCCHÊ 

1988ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ*ILL.ÊCURTISÊPAXMAN,Ê33ºÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ2015-2016ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊHon.ÊÊÊSHANEÊDAOOSTA,Ê32°ÊKCCH 

1989ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ*ILL.ÊBENÊHACKEL,Ê33ºÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ2017ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ*Hon.ÊÊROBERTÊJACOB,Ê32°ÊKCCH 

1990ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ*ILL.ÊJOHNÊMAULE,Ê33ºÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ2018ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊHon.ÊÊDANÊOATES,ÊÊ32°ÊKCCHÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ 

1991ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ*ILL.ÊCHARLESÊASH,Ê33ºÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ2019-2020ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊHon.ÊÊMICHAELÊJÊSEKERA,Ê32°ÊKCCH 

1992ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ*JACKÊKARTZINEL,Ê32ºÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ2021ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊHon.ÊÊROYÊPOOL,Ê32°ÊKCCHÊ 

1993ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ*Hon.ÊJOEÊLAÊCOST,Ê32ºÊKCCHÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ2022ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ*JAMESÊLÊRIDLEY,Ê32° 

1994ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ*Hon.ÊLENÊLENHOFF,Ê32ºÊKCCHÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ2023ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ**HECTORÊMINON,Ê32° 

1995ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ*ILL.ÊNORMANÊMANDEL,Ê33ºÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ2024ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ**STUARTÊRYAN,Ê32° 

1996ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ*Hon.ÊEDÊNORTON,Ê32ºÊKCCHÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ2025ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊHon.ÊLEONARDÊKEINZLE,Ê32°ÊKCCH 

1997ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ*ILL.ÊLLOYDÊGRAY,Ê33º 

1998ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ*ILL.ÊDONALDÊSANDERS,Ê33º 

2000ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ*Hon.ÊHOWARDÊKOCHMAN,Ê32ºÊKCCH 

2001ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ*Hon.ÊJOHNÊBOWLEY,Ê32ºÊKCCH 

2002ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊILL.ÊJOSEPHÊDiPUZO,Ê33º 

2003-2004ÊÊÊÊÊÊ*Hon.ÊELBERTÊMcKINNEY,Ê32ºÊKCCH 

2005ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ*Hon.ÊHENRYÊKERCE,Ê32°KCCH 

2006ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ*ILL.ÊJIMÊLEIGHTON,Ê33° 

2007 ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ*ILL.ÊDAVEÊBERG,Ê33° 

2008 ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ*ILL.ÊBILLÊHAWTHORNE,Ê33° 

2009-2010ÊÊÊÊÊÊ*Hon.ÊSTANÊADAMS,Ê32°ÊKCCH 

2011 ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ**ÊILL.ÊMICHAELÊPOWELL,Ê33° 

ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ 

* DECEASED 

** Demitted  


